Eye-Opening Reality

10 Evils in Competitions

Competition exists in many spheres of life and is widespread across the world. It can be seen in the field of sports, recreation, education, religion, business, etc, and even in the day to day experiences of human beings. This document outlines ten evils that competition promotes in humans, some of which may only apply to some competitions. The purpose of this document is to outline from scripture the evils in competition that promote the character of Satan and then propose the alternative traits of character that God expects us to attain through the gift of the Holy Spirit. As you read, test each point for yourself, “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil” 1 Thessalonians 5:19, 20. “... for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God.” Acts 5:38, 39. As you read, please breathe a word of prayer in your heart and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you into all truth.

Definition: According to Wikipedia “Competition is a rivalry between individuals, groups, nations, or animals, for territory or resources. It arises whenever two or more parties strive for a goal which cannot be shared.”
1. Competition encourages us to view each other as enemies.

In any competition there is always an opposing party. They are generally called the opponent(s) or opposition. The definitions of the word opponent according to Microsoft Office Word and WordWeb dictionaries are: enemy, rival, adversary or someone who offers opposition.

In the Bible the enemy of Christ is known as Satan and the meaning of the original Greek and Hebrew for this name is adversary or one who opposes. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your ADVERSARY THE DEVIL, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: (1 Peter 5:8) Satan became an enemy of God when he began to oppose God’s authority. Since then he has been the enemy of God and His people. “
“But by definition, an enemy is an opponent, a rival, a competitor, a challenger, a contender. An enemy is one who hates you or who mis¬treats you. It might even be a spouse or another member of the family. There may be times when a family member isn’t very loving. He or she may even look for ways to irritate you—or worse. When that hap¬pens, it is easy to get caught in the trap of retaliation and pettiness. Sometimes you may experience conflict on the job, and those you have worked with side by side over the years may begin to think of you as an opponent. An enemy could be someone you have cared a great deal for or even may be someone in your church. We need to realize that the enemy Jesus referred to is not limited to someone who would threaten our lives but is anyone who causes us enough consternation to tempt us to retaliate.”(Adult Bible Study Guide 1st Quarter 2010 pg 18)
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It is against the character of Christ to be enemies and to be in opposition toward each other whatever form it may be in. To be an enemy of your brother is to reflect the image of Satan. Viewing your brother as an enemy would in turn incite hatred and aggression even if it’s for a moment. John says “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” 1 John 3:15. Jesus when speaking to the Pharisees declared “ye are of [your] father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. ADVERSARY THE DEVIL, HE WAS A MURDERER FROM THE BEGINNING, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.” John 8:44. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?” Romans 6:16.

Christ expects us to be united as one body “So we, [being] many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.” Romans 12:5. We are never to view our brethren as enemies because Paul says “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high [places].” Ephesians 6:12. We are in a spiritual warfare not against human beings but against demons. In this warfare, the Holy Spirit and the holy angels fight on our behalf. If your brother sees you as His enemy Jesus says: “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” Matthew 5:44

2. Competition promotes selfishness and the desire to be first.

Selfishness according to the WordWeb dictionary is defined as stinginess resulting from a concern for your own welfare and a disregard of others. The trait of selfishness is expressed in every form of competition. Contestants generally try as hard as possible to beat or to overcome each other at the humiliation of others, often times at all costs. Sharing or cooperation is never encouraged toward the opponent but each contestant or team seeks for their own advantage. The desire to be first or to be on top is another evil trait that was first seen in Lucifer who said in his heart “… I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:” Isaiah 14:13

These traits are contrary to the humility and meekness of Christ. Paul admonishes us “[Let] nothing [be done] through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.” Philippians 2:3, 4

God does not want us to be selfish by looking out for our own interests but He wants us to be selfless by looking out for others first. “[Be] kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;” Romans 12:10. God himself warned the Children of Israel “Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD.” Leviticus 19:18. We ought to love our neighbours as our selves. Selfishness should become extinct.

“Lucifer in heaven desired to be first in power and authority; he wanted to be God, to have the rulership of heaven; and to this end he won many of the angels to his side. When with his rebel host he was cast out from the courts of God, the work of rebellion and self-seeking was continued on earth. Through the temptation to self-indulgence and ambition Satan accomplished the fall of our first parents; and from that time to the present the gratification of human ambition and the indulgence of selfish hopes and desires have proved the ruin of mankind. {Counsels to Teachers, Parents and Students 32.3}

“The word of God is to have a sanctifying effect on our association with every member of the human family. The leaven of truth will not produce the spirit of rivalry, the love of ambition, the desire to be first. True, heaven-born love is not selfish and changeable. It is not dependent on human praise. The heart of him who receives the grace of God overflows with love for God and for those for whom Christ died. Self is not struggling for recognition. He does not love others because they love and please him, because they appreciate his merits, but because they are Christ's purchased possession.” {Christ Object Lessons 101.}

3. Competition promotes envy and jealousy.

The word envy according to the WordWeb dictionary means: A feeling of grudging admiration and desire to have something that is possessed by another or Spite and resentment at seeing the success of another. This is another evil trait that is generally cultivated in competitive activities. Contestants compete for a prize that most times cannot be shared and whenever one contestant or team seems to have the advantage the other team becomes envious and tries hard to overcome the other team in order to regain the advantage.

This is another evil trait of Satan that caused him to be expelled from heaven. “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! [how] art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds;I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH.” Isaiah 14:12-14. Satan envied the position and power of God and was eventually cast out of heaven.

God expects us to share with each other and to support one another. He hates envy: “For where envying and strife [is], there [is] confusion and every evil work.” James 3:16. God is the author of peace but Satan is the author of confusion.

4. Competition encourages hatred and contempt towards others.

The word contempt means: Lack of respect accompanied by a feeling of intense dislike. This trait is generally observed in the atmosphere of many competitive activities. Opposing parties sometimes end up insulting or disrespecting each other in order to exalt self or their own opinions. This is sometimes seen in debating when one team/contestant ridicules the other in order to reduce the credibility of the opponent’s point. Another case where disrespect is seen is in church competitions such as bible bowl when contestants feel as if they are treated unfairly, they curse and refer to each other as thieves, liars and other degrading names and friends and church brethren end up being enemies for a period of time after the activity is ended. At one particular event disrespectful remarks were made and a Bible was even thrown. Many times at the end of a competitive activity contestants walk away feeling disgruntled and bitter which has a more far-reaching effect than the physical and verbal utterances seen or heard.

This atmosphere cannot be blessed with the presence of Christ. Paul encourages: “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.” Ephesians 4:31, 32

Whenever God’s people gather for any activity whether social, academic or spiritual, He expects us to relate to each other with love and respect. “But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.” 1 Thessalonians 4:9

5. Competition promotes revenge and retaliation.

The word revenge means: Action taken in return for an injury or offence. In the form of counter-attack competitive activities promote revenge where opposing parties strive to overcome the other team when beaten or defeated. The defeated team makes plans and does everything to ensure that they defeat the other team or opponent the next time they face them.

It is contrary to the character of Christ to take revenge and to engage in any activity that promotes this behaviour. “Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Romans 12: 17, 18

God expects us to live peaceably with everyone as much as is possible. Competitive activities does not provide for this but on the contrary. “Finally, [be ye] all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, [be] pitiful, [be] courteous: Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing.” 1 Peter 3:8, 9. Competition does not promote the compassionate spirit as encouraged here. We are expected by God to be of one mind toward each other, relating to each other in love. Paul encourages “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but [rather] give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance [is] mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” Romans 12:19

6. Competition encourages levity and insensitivity at the downfall of others.

During many competitive activities an opponent is generally laughed at and derided when overcome. Also in the case where a contestant wins or defeats another, they rejoice at their victory while the other contestant is left in remorse and disdain. Many often use the term “good sportsmanship” to cover this sin by shaking hands and greeting each other but the fact still remains that one party is glorified and the other is mocked.

Jesus while on earth ever expressed the compassion and pity of the Father. He never looked-down on or laughed at anyone who was less-fortunate but ever sought to lift them to His high standard of purity. The wise man Solomon admonishes: “Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not thine heart be glad when he stumbleth:” Proverbs 24:17

True love when expressed is never selfish or cold but reflects the kindness and selflessness of Christ. It: “Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; REJOICETH NOT IN INIQUITY, but rejoiceth in the truth;” 1 Corinthians 13:5, 6

7. Competition promotes pride and conceit.

Pride when defined means: A feeling of self-respect and personal worth. A trait expressed in many competitive activities where contestants who believe that they are skilled beyond the norm try hard to reveal their skill and talent. They crave the respect and approbation of the spectators, are often praised and revered and end up thinking of themselves “more highly than they ought to think” Romans 12:3

This trait of character is said to be an abomination in the sight of God. “Every one [that is] proud in heart [is] an abomination to the LORD: [though] hand [join] in hand, he shall not be unpunished.” Proverbs 16:5. The wise man in Proverbs 16:18 also says: “Pride [goeth] before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Satan was the first to acquire this trait and is stiving for it to be implanted into the image of man. “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.” Ezekiel 28:17 Satan mainly targets those of superior talent and ability by flooding them with praises until they become wholly his.

God wants us to have the meek and humble character of Christ. “Yea, all [of you] be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.” 1 Peter 5:5. He wants us to think less of ourselves and pray for the mind of Christ. “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who… made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Philippians 2:5-7 We must also remember

“…whosoever exalts himself shall be abased: and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted”. Matthew 23:12. Christ says “I am the vine, ye [are] the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: WITHOUT ME YE CAN DO NOTHING” John 15:5. By realizing our weakness and nothingness, He wants us to come to Him in meekness and humility daily learning to depend upon Him for everything. He says “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:” Matthew 11:29

8. Competition encourages divisions among God’s people.

The word division according to the WordWeb dictionary can be defined as discord that splits a group. An activity becomes competitive whenever teams or individuals are singled-out as rivals or opponents. Division is the result and contestants strive against each other to obtain the prize.

There has never been a time in history when God accepted any form of division among His people. He has always encouraged His people to live in unity. “Behold, how good and how pleasant [it is] for brethren to dwell together in unity!” Psalm 133:1. He calls it a pleasant thing when we live in unity. Division brings war and hatred. “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and [that] there be no divisions among you; but [that] ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 1 Corinthians 1:10

“But now [are they] many members, yet but one body.

And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: And those [members] of the body, which we think to be less honourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour; and our uncomely [parts] have more abundant comeliness. For our comely [parts] have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that [part] which lacked: That there should be no schism in the body; but [that] the members should have the same care one for another. No matter how feeble one may be that person is important to the body of Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:20-25

Christ does not expect us to be divided in any way but to be perfectly joined together. God’s people on earth are preparing for Heaven, a place where everyone is perfectly united. While on earth we should be in one accord as Paul says “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” Ephesians 4:3

9. Competition encourages us to take advantage of others’ weaknesses.

In many competitive activities (especially sports) contestants are encouraged to take advantage of their opponents’ weaknesses in order to win the prize. The desire for the downfall of others is cherished and Satan gets the glory. The weak opponent/team is mocked and scorned while the strong is praised. This is a trait of Satan that God hates. Examples of this can be seen in tennis, cricket, football and many other sporting activities. Another example of this is also seen in chess where the aim is to win by trapping your opponent's king.

God expects us to support and cooperate with each other. We are admonished by Isaiah to “Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.” Isaiah 35:3 and Paul in Romans says: “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.” Romans 15:1

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all [men].” 1 Thessalonians 5:14. “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” Galatians 6:2

10. Competition encourages idolatry.

According to the WordWeb dictionary idolatry is the worship of idols; the worship of images that are not God. Idolatry is the act of placing something whether abstract or concrete in the place of God. Many competitive activities are done as a means of recreation. While this is, so many times they absorb the time of many to the point where very little time and interest is spent on spiritual things; these activities eventually become idols. Players and contestants are also venerated and praised for their skills and talents and thoughts of God and His character are slowly removed from the thoughts while this is done. Praise is given to men instead of God. For example the popular athlete Usain Bolt is termed as God on the website http://www.fandome.com/video/104062/Usain-Bolt-is-God/. This is to show how much he is revered. Whether literal or figurative, the term was used.

In the first commandment we are commanded: “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:3. Paul also warns us plainly to avoid idolatry: “Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.” 1 Corinthians 10:14. We are to be careful not to have any man or woman in admiration. “[It is] better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.” Psalm 118:8. James says “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, [the Lord] of glory, with respect of persons” James 2:1. Why? “For there is no respect of persons with God.” Romans 2:11. “But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.” James 2:9

We are also warned by Paul that in the last days one of the prevalent sins will be the love of pleasure more than the love of God. (2 Timothy 3:4). Many sports and competitions have been calculated to absorb the time that God’s people should be utilizing in studying His words, communing with the Holy Spirit and helping the less fortunate. There is no record in the Bible where Jesus or His disciples ever indulged in any competitive activity (Counsels to Teachers, Parents and Students 230). Their most treasured interests were to glorify God in their characters, to preach the gospel and reach out to those who are lost. By doing so they were building up treasures in heaven.

Conclusion

Competition has come about due to the curse of sin. It does not promote the character of Christ but many evils which develop in us the character of Satan. It is not of God but is of the world and has been practiced by the church and individual Christians for a long time. We are admonished: “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”Romans 12:2. It is now time for God’s chosen people to be aware of its evils and abstain from it. After reading this document, observe this practice for yourself and allow the Holy Spirit to guide you into all truth. “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and [I pray God] your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21. There is no known suggestion in the Bible or Spirit of Prophecy in which unfallen worlds compete in any way against each other but live together in unity.

Satan and His angels work to develop in us the works of the flesh. “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are [these]; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told [you] in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Galatians 5:19-21

On the other hand Christ through His Holy Spirit wants to develop in us the fruit of the Spirit. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22, 23

“And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another.” Galatians 5:24-26

As the end draws near, we need to be more aware of the deceptions of the devil. His desire is for us to be lost and condemned in our sins. Competition is a deadly poison whose ingredients are blended under a subtle disguise to cause mankind to perish with the image of Satan implanted in them. Christ desires us to have His pure and spotless character. However, we must choose, either to change or to continue in our sins. Wherever we have fallen short, let us acknowledge our sins, repent and allow the Holy Spirit to conform us to the spotless image of the character of Christ. Please share this information with others so that they too can be warned and come to a greater knowledge of Jesus Christ.

